
 
 

   
       
 Dear Friends,  

 Miscommunication can lead to 

misunderstanding, which in turn can create 

disastrous results.  When Gerber first started 

selling baby food in Africa, they found out that 

in Africa,  companies routinely put pictures on 

the label of what is inside since most people 

cannot read. 
  

 When Pepsi started marketing it’s products 

in China a few years back, they translated their 

slogan, “Pepsi Brings You Back to Life”  pretty 

literally.  The slogan in Chinese really meant, 

“Pepsi brings your Ancestors Back from the 

grave.” 
  

 Those producing the Chevy Nova found out 

why the car didn’t sell well in Spanish speaking 

countries.  “No Va” means “It does not go” in 

Spanish.  
  

 We, at Southridge, are strongly committed 

to creating effective communication.  Much time, 

energy and resources continue to be placed into 

developing clear and useful communication 

through a variety of mediums to best update 

those who are part of our Southridge family. 
  

 Recently, we redesigned our website to 

make it more user friendly.  This newsletter is 

just another example of our dedication to 

keeping you informed.  Enjoy!   
 

Your Fellow Servant in Christ,  
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  William Borden, heir to the Borden 
Dairy Estate, was a mulƟmillionaire who 
graduated from Yale with a mulƟtude of 
business opportuniƟes.  Turning down 
many lucraƟve offers, he completed 
Princeton Seminary and went on to be an 
internaƟonal missionary.  While in Egypt he 
was stricken with spinal meningiƟs and 
died within a month of his 25th birthday.  
AŌer his death, Borden, who joyfully gave 
his wealth and himself to fully serve God, 
shared his life philosophy when in his Bible 
was found the hand wriƩen words, “NO 
REGRETS.”  Is this the moƩo of our life? 

 

   

October 
Sermon Series   

October 2          
 IV. Serving (Missional)  
  MaƩhew 20:28  
  We celebrate The Lord’s Supper  
  Offering: Kid’s Hope USA  

 
Who Am I? 

        

  In their song “Who am I?” the musical 
group CasƟng Crowns answer this all im-
portant quesƟon by staƟng that our idenƟty 
is found in a God who tells us who we really 
are.  Our sermon series will give us honest 
insight into our true self.  
   
October 9  
 I.  The Best Pathway for Our Life 
  Luke 8:8 
  CelebraƟon of BapƟsm 
  New Member’s Class‐6:00 p.m.  
   

October 16  
 II. Minimizing ManipulaƟon  
  I John 4:1 
  New Member’s Class‐6:00 p.m. 
 

October 23  
 III. God’s Vision for Our Life  
  Habakkuk 2:1‐2 
  New Member’s Class‐6:00 p.m. 

 

  

A Life withA Life withA Life with   

October 30  
 I. “Trust”  
        Genesis 37 
           Fallapalooza‐3:30  

November 6  
II.  “Persistence”  

              Genesis 32:22‐30 
 

November 22 
   Thanksgiving Service 
  7:00 p.m. 

November 13  
   III. “Bold” 
                I Timothy 1:7 
 

November 20  
   IV. “ConstrucƟve                      
      Conflict”  
        Acts 15 
         CFC CollecƟon  



Our fall is off to a great start!  Many of our programs have already begun, but others are starƟng this month. 
If you haven’t yet goƩen connected, please consider where you can best  enjoy the many spiritual growth 
opportuniƟes available to you. 
 
Our Monday night women’s Bible study has had an amazing turnout.  Over 170 women have commiƩed to 
Bible study and many are also staying for the yoga class that immediately follows our class Ɵme.  We meet 
in the Worship Center and we’d love to have you join us.  You can come at any point and if you’d like more 
informaƟon, please contact Becky at 353-2700. 
 
Also, our Financial Peace University Classes started on September 25.  There’s sƟll Ɵme to join the class for 
this awesome thirteen week study .  The class meets on Sunday aŌernoons from 3:00-5:00 p.m. in room 
146.  If you’d like to join the class, please contact Brad & Stacey Dayton at 823-2267. 
 

Adult Spiritual Growth Opportunities 
 

                                                 October 2011 

Great Beginnings 

Our next couple’s Bible study 
will  begin on October 12 with 
Pastor Mark Driscoll’s  video 
study of  “The Song of Solomon.” 
This relevant study teaches from 
the Old Testament understand-
ing of Biblical sexuality with cur-
rent cultural clarity. 
 
Love Life Bible Study for couples 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30-
8:00 p.m., October 12-November 
16 in Room 146. 

Marriage Ministry Sunday  Morning Men’s Breakfast 

Dr.  Richard Roach’s next class begins 
October 9 at 10:30 a.m. in room 146. 
This is the study descripƟon for his 
class: 
 
“The sons never do well, someone else 
always takes over” is the theme of 1 
Samuel which the rabbis call a “work of 
literary art...not to be understood as a 
straight forward history.”  Our class will 
work through the themes, some of 
which parallel the themes we studied in 
Judges, such as how you treat women 
determines your fate. Our class is fit for 
all adults, and is not X-rated as Judges 
was. 

The first men’s break-
fast of the fall will be 
on Saturday morning, 
October 22, at the 
Moor’s Grill Room 
from 8:00-9:30 a.m. 
Cost is $10.00 and 
sign-up is available at 
the Welcome Center. 
Plan to come and 
bring a friend! 

MOPS 

If you’re a mom of a child age birth-six years old, we’d love to have you join us at our MOPS 
meeƟngs. In October, we meet on the 5th & 19th from 9:00-11:15 a.m. in our Southridge Oasis. 
Call Melissa Shripka at 353-3743, for registraƟon details. 
 
Also, our Yankee Candle fundraiser takes place on Sunday, Oct. 2 & 9.  When you purchase candles 
to support our ministry, orders will arrive in mid-November, just in Ɵme for the holidays! 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

What’s going on in October... 
September has been exciƟng as we have goƩen our ministry year rolling hard. It’s great to have the Oasis 
filled with students eager to connect with each other and to connect with Jesus through prayer, worship, 
serving and teaching. We look forward to incredible experiences ahead, and October has a few of them! 

Fundraising: Our first one is underway, COOKIE 
DOUGH/BUNDT CAKES.  Grab the needed forms and 
start raising money!  

Cookie Dough– Sept. 25 
 

And it’s not too early to begin to organize your rum-
mage sale items!  It’s coming soon. 

Rummage Sale– Nov. 12 
 

Upcoming Events: 
Small Group Day– Oct. 9 
Barn Bash– Oct. 30 
oneeighty Christmas Worship– December 11 
Community Christmas Party– December 18 
Passion 2012– January 2-5 
Winter Retreat– February 10-13 

     
 

Bible Study– October 5 

This Semester we will be looking at the subject of “Purity and 
how it starts in our hearts and spills out into our lives.”  We will 
meet at the Soria’s (6930 Southwind St., Kalamazoo) from 6:30-
8:15 p.m.  

October Dates: 5, 19, 26 are the dates we will meet.   

Serve Kalamazoo: This is our community ser-

vice opportunity where we go out and serve with 
organizaƟons such as Habitat for Humanity, Minis-
try With Community, Bickford CoƩage and more. 
We also meet several needs within our own church! 
OpportuniƟes are monthly and there are sign ups at 
ignite. 
 

October OpportuniƟes: 
October 9–     Ministry with Community 
October 15–   Habitat for Humanity  
                         Bickford CoƩage 
October 30– Fallapalooza 

This month we will finish 
up our series, oneeighty, 
which is showing us the 
importance of making the 
turn from ourselves to 
Jesus and His ways. 

October 2– We’re showing the movie Soul Surfer, the story of 
surfer Bethany Hamilton, who at 13 was aƩacked by a shark. 
Losing her arm, many people turned to her to encourage her to 
get back to her righƞul place, on a board, on the waves.  
 

October 8 and 9 is our small group weekend. This is a Ɵme 
where all small groups meet individually.  This is a great way to 
deepen our small group relaƟonships. 
 

On the 16th we wrap up the series with “Turning to our World”. 
 

On the 23rd, we begin a series called, “IncepƟon.”  We’ll learn 
about how God has a dream for us and how we need to wake 
up to that dream.  However, there is also a thief who seeks to 
extract that dream.  We’ll be encouraged to embrace God’s In-
cepƟon in our hearts. 

October 30 is our BARN BASH. 
A night at the barn, dancing the night away with a live call-
er.  It’s always a great Ɵme with friends, doing more than 
dancing; enjoying the bonfire or laughing at feeble 
aƩempts at square dancing or standing in awe at people 
who can master the “Dosado.” There’s great grub too! 



October at FBI© 

What a great September we have had as we have kicked off the school 
year!  It’s great to see how many students are plugging in to what FBIC 
has to offer. We’ve packed the Oasis, over 20 students parƟcipated in 
our first CORE and we have 17 students who signed up for mentoring. 
With the leadership of our adults and high school students we are 

ready to lead middle students to a year full of fun and also experiences 
that will help them grow in their faith in Jesus. 

Join us Tuesday nights, from 
6-8 for TUESDAY TURNA-
ROUND!  Tuesday Turna-

round  happens on October 
4 and 18, the first and 
third Tuesday of the 

month  

Learning to be like Jesus 
At FBIC we conƟnue to guide our students to live out a dynamic faith filled life. 

Here are some opportuniƟes we offer for that to take place: 

 RAAW is about our students learning to 
serve others in our community.  Every 
month there are opportuniƟes to serve at 
assisted living centers, and the Gospel Mis-
sion. Our October acƟvity is serving at Fal-
lapalooza, October 30 from 3:30-5:30 p.m.  

 Mentoring is a program offered for stu-
dents to learn about a faith in Jesus Christ, 
one-on-one with an adult mentor.  On 
April 29, we will have a special ceremony 
acknowledging the compleƟon of the men-
toring process, although the relaƟonships 
created go on for life. 

On Friday, October 7th we will be having our  

FBI© ALL-NIGHTER.  
Here are the details: 

1. Meet at Pirates Island at 9:30 p.m. Cost is $20 
at the door. Price includes pizza and pop. 

2. 11:30 p.m. head to Southridge or pick up stu-
dents if    necessary. 

3. 12:30‐2:30 a.m. we’re having team games. 
Outsmart and outplay your compeƟƟon! Hint: 
Can you stomach what might be in store for 
you? 

4. 3‐6:30  a.m. Movies: Featuring Soul  
         Surfer 
5. 6:30 a.m. Breakfast 
6. 7:30 a.m.– Pick-up!! 

 

Important Dates: 
Mission Trip: A $70 deposit is due 
on October 14 for our trip to Cin-
cinnaƟ on July 21-28. 
Winter Blast Retreat: $100 is due 
by December 2. The price goes up 
to $135 aŌer that date. The re-
treat is January 13-15. 
Fundraiser: We are currently 
offering Poinseƫas. This fundrais-
er will go from September 30 unƟl 
November 11. Funds will help stu-
dents aƩend our many acƟviƟes. 

 At XLR8 we are finishing up learning what 
being a ‘Fellow Believer’ is all about.  Next 
is a series about “Faith.” 

 CORE is our Sunday School program that 
meets on select Sundays during the 11:00 
a.m. service. Currently students are study-
ing the book of Luke. 

 Fusion Groups are starƟng this month. 
These groups are up to 10 students that 
meet weekly. This is a great way to grow in 
relaƟonships with fellow students and 
adult leaders as students learn about their 
idenƟty in Jesus. 



Fallapalooza 
October 30,3:30-5:30 p.m. 

Trunk or Treat Food...Carnival Games     
Hay Ride, Inflatable’s and Much More! 

Concessions available. 
Only $5 per family! 

 
Many volunteers are needed to make this a success!   

Sign up in the narthex or  
email swilloughby@southridgechurch.com 

Third Grade Students will 
be receiving their Bibles 

during worship on October 
16.  Be sure to let Stephanie 
know if you would like your 
child to receive one.  You do 
not need to be a member in 
order for your child to get a 
Bible.    Please let Stephanie 

know by October 9. 

CčĎđĉėĊē’Ę MĎēĎĘęėĎĊĘ  
FGF 

October, 23 
4:00‐5:30 p.m. 

 
We had 25 kids aƩend our 
kick-off event! This month 
we will be working on 
geƫng things ready for  

Fallapalooza, and of course, 
fellowship!  See you there! 



BALLET MAGNIFICAT!  
OCTOBER 7 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
  It’s not too late to get your tickets for this amazing night of worship.  These 

professional dancers will astound you with beauty and grace while telling 
us the story Moses from the Bible.  This show has won critical acclaim 

worldwide and we are honored to be hosting it here at Southridge.  This 
would be a perfect chance for you to invite someone to join you for a great 
evening. Tickets are $10 in advance or $15 the day of the event. You can 
purchase them at the Welcome Center or at www.southridgechurch.com  



 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to  prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”   Jeremiah 

29:11 

  School begins!  Another year of providing hope is about to start.  We look 
forward to conƟnuing our strong and vital relaƟonship with Moorsbridge 
Elementary.  As we begin please pray that our outreach to these students and 
their families will be just what they need. 

 I would like to thank each mentor and prayer partner who is so willing to give 
of their Ɵme and resources to love, encourage and support their child.  

Mentors 
Darrel Bushhouse                                       Sesta McDonald 

Mark Vanderson                                                Cindy Thomson 

Joanna Shields                                                      Robin Gissal 

Nancy DeVries                                                       Anne Lawrence 

Carrie Doerr                                                                      Lynne Corbus 

Linda Kelly                                                                              Liz Egberts 

Becky Ringler                                                               Marti Beebe 

Christi Usher 

Prayer Partners 
Judy Storteboom                   Lorrie Loeks 

Marilyn Lautrup                      Ann Drake 

John Gissal                             Lynne Holleman 

Gail Snyder                                                                                   Linda Kelly 

Gary Petzold                                                                            Dan Doerr 

Ardith Vandenburg                                             Dorthy Stoepker 

KĎĉĘ HĔĕĊ USA NĊĜĘ 

Southridge MOPS will be taking orders for 
Yankee Candles on October 2 and 9  be-
tween services as a fundraiser this year to 
support our ministry goals.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated!    

 

Orders will be back in mid-November 
in time for the holidays.   

 

Yankee Candles make great gifts for 
family, friends and teachers!  



 
WOMEN OF SOUTHRIDGE 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 24 & 25 

 

AT GULL LAKE MINISTRIES 
 

TIME FOR COMMUNITY AND  
WORSHIP 

 

OĚė CĔĒĒĚēĎęĞ  
T«�Ä» ùÊç ¥ÊÙ �½½ ùÊçÙ ��Ù�Ý �Ä� 
ÖÙ�ù�ÙÝ �ã ã«� ½ÊÝÝ Ê¥ ã«�®Ù ��ç¦«-
ã�Ù, M�Ùù�ÄÄ.  T«�Ä» ùÊç P�ÝãÊÙ’Ý 
M�Ù» �Ä� B��»ù ¥ÊÙ ùÊçÙ ò®Ý®ãÝ.  A½ÝÊ, 
¥ÊÙ �½½ ã«ÊÝ� ó«Ê «�½Ö�� �ã ã«� ¥ç-
Ä�Ù�½ ½çÄ�«.  T«®Ý ó�Ý � ÝÖ��®�½ ã®Ã� 
¥ÊÙ ã«� ¥�Ã®½ù �Ä� �½½ ùÊçÙ «�½Ö ó�Ý 
�ÖÖÙ��®�ã��.   

 B�Ù� Ι M�Ùãù JÊ«ÄÝÊÄ 
 

PÙ�ù�ÙÝ ¥ÊÙ P�¦¦ù �Ä� RÊ��®� Oò�Ù‐
½�Ä��Ù �Ä� ã«� A¥ãÊÄ F�Ã®½ù �Ý ã«�ù 
ÃÊçÙÄ ã«� ½ÊÝÝ Ê¥ BÊ�, «çÝ��Ä�, ¥�-
ã«�Ù, �ÙÊã«�Ù �Ä� çÄ�½�.  C�Ù�Ý ��Ä 
�� Ý�Äã ãÊ ã«� Êò�Ù½�Ä��ÙÝ «ÊÃ� �ã 
2191 Sã�Ä½�ù Aò�, PÊÙã�¦�, 49002 �Ä� 
ã«� A¥ãÊÄ ¥�Ã®½ù, 7528 T«Ù�Ý«�Ù, K�½-
�Ã�þÊÊ, 49009.  
 
CÊÄ¦Ù�ãç½�ã®ÊÄÝ ãÊ M�ãã Ι TÊÙ® 
W�½»�Ù �Ý ã«�ù ��½��Ù�ã� ã«� �®Ùã« Ê¥ 
C�½®Ýã� AÄÄ.  S�Ä� ��Ù�Ý ãÊ 6690 T�ø-
�Ý DÙ®ò�, K�½�Ã�þÊÊ, 49009. 
 
 
 

CÊÄ¦Ù�¦�ã®ÊÄ�½ C�Ù� T��Ã 
When a need arises and you would like to request care, please contact 
the church office first, and they will let the appropriate person know 
of your need or request.  The Southridge office phone number is 353‐
2700. 
 
Crisis care and counseling 
Pastors Mark Vanderson & Becky Ringler 
 
Pre‐surgical prayer and hospital visits 
Alice Heun 
 
Post‐hospital and home visits 
Parish Nurse LindaVroegindewey 
 
Immediate and ongoing needs 
Deacon Jen Hoffman 
 
Prayer team concerns 
Marilyn Petzold 
 
Small Group Ministry Director 
Betsy Loeks 

 

Being a member of a small group is one of the greatest ways to receive 
care as needed.  

 



 
 
 
 
                         
 

 
While we did experience in August a $9,819 deficit of expenses above income, we 

have ended our first 8 months in 2011 with a modest surplus of about $16,400, which is good 
for this time of year.   

Thank you for your generosity! 
 
With all of the financial uncertainties that accompany our current state of the econo-

my, it is more important than ever that we continue to trust in God, and remember our 
church’s financial needs as we move through the year 2011.  Many exciting plans have been 
made and goals have been set for this year.  
 
Good News: 

Our Search Team for our new Middle School Director has been working diligently for many 
weeks, and has found several candidates for follow up interviews for the position.  They 
are excited to learn who God has planned to bring to Southridge to fill the position. 

We have had a good turnout at our recent “Leave a Legacy” meetings, with many positive 
comments from the participants. 

We have begun to formally meet and plan with a “Dream Team” for our 50th anniversary 
celebration coming up in 2012. 

Our students have served over 1,175 hours this year serving and sharing the love of Jesus 
in Kalamazoo.  

Our Children’s ministry attendance at the 9:00 service has more than doubled this year, 
with over 40 children in attendance. 

We had over 25 elementary age children participate in our special Communion Service on 
the first Sunday of October. 

Student Ministries are excited about our over 50 leaders; parents, college students and 
high school students who have come together to serve high school and middle school 
students. While we still have opportunities for others to discover their gifts and make an 
impact in the life of a student, we are thankful for the commitment of our team. 

We have had 17 students request adult mentors in our mentoring program, and 20 partici-
pate in our CORE program. 

In our adult ministry, we have had over 170 ladies attending our Monday night bible study, 
with over 90 staying afterwards to attend the yoga class that is offered. 

 
 

              August  2011    Jan. – August 2011 

Total Cash Receipts $121,266 $1,020,666 

Total Expenses $131,085 $1,004,223 

Net Excess/(Deficit)          - $    9,819         $      16,443 

FĎēĆēĈĎĆđ RĊĕĔėę 
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Senior Pastor                                                       
Mark Vanderson                                              
mvanderson@southridgechurch.com  
 
Pastor of Spiritual Growth                                            
Becky Ringler                                                                 
rjr413@comcast.net 
 
Youth and Children’s Spiritual Growth Pastor    
Joe Soria 
jsoria@southridgechurch.com 
 
Director of Middle School Youth  
Joe Soria 
jsoria@southridgechurch.com 
 
Arts in Worship Director 
Andy Krieger 
akrieger@southridgechurch.com  
 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
Stephanie Willoughby 
swilloughby@southridgechurch.com 
 

Directors of Children & Youth Worship 
Matt Walker 
mwalker@southridgechurch.com 
Tori Walker 
twalker@southridgechurch.com 
 

Director of Operations 
Tom Schrock  
tschrock@southridgechurch.com 
 

Administrative Assistants 
Ann Drake 
adrake@southridgechurch.com 
Shelly Losey 
slosey@southridgechurch.com 
Laurie Zditosky 
lzditosky@southridgechurch.com 
 
Little Miracles Preschool 
(269) 353-2700 
Beth Vanderson, Director 
Peggy Timmerman, Teacher Assistant 
Heidi Durham, Teacher Assistant 
littlemiracles02@gmail.com 
 
Kids Hope USA Coordinator 
Marilyn Petzold 
michiganmap@gmail.com 
 
Faith Community Nurse 
Linda Vroegindewey 
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